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Participant	Profiles	
	

Coordinators	and	Trainers	

Full	Name	 Prof.	Dr.	Dr.	hc.	Gero	Becker	 Nationality	 German	

	
Professional	
Background	

	

Gero	 Becker	 is	 the	 initiator	 and	 Chair	 of	 COST	 Action	 FP1301	
EuroCoppice.	He	has	 recently	 retired	as	 the	Head	of	 the	Chair	of	
Forest	Utilization,	a	 field	 in	which	he	has	played	a	key	role	 in	 the	
past	 decades.	 Nonetheless,	 he	 still	 has	 numerous	 projects	 and	
doctoral	 students,	 as	 well	 as	 giving	 input	 and	 guidance	 to	 the	
research	of	his	two	successors.		

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Peter	Buckley	 Nationality	 British	

	
Professional	
Background	

	

Peter	 Buckley	 is	 an	 ecologist	 specialising	 in	 forest	 resources	 and	
the	restoration	of	degraded	land.	Peter's	research	centres	around	
the	 problems	 of	 maintaining	 biodiversity	 in	 man-managed	
ecosystems	 and	 testing	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 conservation	
management	techniques.	He	is	the	Leader	of	EuroCoppice	Working	
Group	4	on	Services,	Protection	and	Nature	Conservation.	

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Radim	Hédl	 Nationality	 Czech	

	

Professional	
Background	

	

Radim	 Hédl’s	 research	 is	 focused	 on	 vegetation	 ecology,	
specifically	 biodiversity	 and	 long-term	 changes	 in	 forest	
vegetation.	 He	 studied	 Biology	 and	 Geobotany	 at	 the	 Charles	
University	in	Prague	and	obtained	his	PhD	from	Mendel	University,	
CZ	 (2005).	 He	 is	 currently	 leads	 the	 Department	 of	 Vegetation	
Ecology	(Institute	for	Botany),	Czech	Academy	of	Sciences.	

	

	

Full	Name	 Jörg	Kunz	 Nationality	 Germany	

	

Professional	
Background	

	

Jörg	Kunz	is	a	lecturer	in	BSc	and	MSc	Forestry	Modules,	as	well	as	
PhD	student	in	the	Chair	of	Silviculture,	Albert-Ludwigs-Universität	
Freiburg.	He	received	his	Diplom	in	Forestry	from	the	University	of	
Freiburg	in	2009.	His	main	project	 in	the	past	two	years	has	been	
“SILVITI	Silvicultura	statt	Viticultura”	(http://www.silviti.org/)	

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Gerd	Loskant	 Nationality	 Germany	

	
Professional	
Background	

	

Gerd	 Loskant	 has	 been	 Director	 of	 the	 Forest	 District	 Boppard	
since	 1988,	 an	 area	 of	 nearly	 20,000	 ha.	 The	 three	 pillars	 of	
sustainability	 (economic,	 social	 and	environmental)	 are	 key	 to	 its	
management;	main	themes	are	close-to-nature	forests,	rare	native	
tree	 species	 and	 protection	 functions.	 He	 leads	 the	 advisory	
committee	on	forests	in	RLP	and	is	on	the	German	FSC	board.	
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Full	Name	 Martin	Löschmann	 Nationality	 German	

	

Professional	
Background	

	

Martin	Löschmann	received	his	Forestry	Diplom	(=	equivalent	of	a	
Masters	Degree	in	Germany	before	the	Bologna	process)	from	the	
University	 of	 Freiburg	 in	 1985.	 Since	 then	 he	 has	 gained	
experience	 in	 the	 areas	 of	 forest	management,	 forest	 operations	
and	 silviculture.	He	 is	 currently	 leads	 the	 department	 for	 natural	
controlling	in	RLP.		

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Frantisek	Malis	 Nationality	 Slovakian	

	
Professional	
Background	

	

Frantisek	Malis	 is	an	assistant	professor	at	Technical	University	 in	
Zvolen,	 Faculty	 of	 Forestry.	 He	 finished	 his	 PhD	 in	 Zvolen,	
Department	 of	 Phytology	 in	 2010.	 He	 works	 in	 field	 of	 forest	
vegetation	 ecology	 and	 focuses	 particularly	 on	 biodiversity	 and	
species	 composition	 changes	 induced	by	 forest	management	and	
environmental	changes.		

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Patrick	Pyttel	 Nationality	 Germany	

	
Professional	
Background	

	

Patrick	Pyttel	is	a	senior	researcher	and	lecturer	at	the	Chair	of	
Silviculture,	Albert-Ludwigs-Universität	Freiburg.	He	finished	his	
dissertation	in	2011	on	aspects	of	the	sustainable	management	of	
overaged	coppice	forests,	particularly	in	the	region	of	Rhineland	
Palatinate.	His	interests	within	EuroCoppice	centre	around	
silviculture,	regeneration,	rare	tree	species	and	biomass.	

	

	

Full	Name	 Dr.	Christian	Suchomel	 Nationality	 German	

	

Professional	
Background	

	

Christian	 Suchomel	 is	 a	 researcher	 at	 the	 Albert-Ludwigs-
Universität	 Freiburg,	 Chair	 of	 Forest	 Operations	 and	 previously	 a	
researcher	 and	 lecturer	 in	 the	Chair	 for	 Landscape	Management.	
He	 has	 a	 particular	 knowledge	 of	 coppice	 forests	 in	 Rhineland	
Palatinate	 after	 completing	 his	 PhD	 on	 the	 topic	 within	 the	
framework	of	the	precursor	project	to	EuroCoppice.		

	

	

Full	Name	 Alicia	Unrau	 Nationality	 Canadian	

	

Professional	
Background	

	

Alicia	 Unrau	 is	 the	 Action	 Manager	 of	 COST	 Action	 FP1301	
EuroCoppice.	 She	 studied	 Forestry	 and	 Environmental	 Studies	
(BSc)	and	Environmental	Governance	 (MSc)	at	 the	Albert-Ludwig-
Universität	 Freiburg	 and	 has	 be	 managing	 EU	 Projects	 (FP7,	
Cluster,	H2020…)	since	2008.	
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Trainee	Profiles	

Full	Name	 Michał	Adamus	 Nationality	 Polish	

Professional	
Background	

Master	of	Science	-	Forestry	

Current	
Position	

PhD	student,		

Department	of	Forest	Biodiversity	

Affiliated	
Institution	

University	of	Agriculture	in	
Krakow	

Country	 Poland	

	

	
Full	Name	 Matia	Agaba	 Nationality	 Ugandan	

Professional	
Background	

MSc	Environment	and	Natural	Resources,	MSc	Tropical	Forestry		

BSc	Conservation	Biology		

Current	
Position	

MSc	Life	Sciences	(International	Management	of	Forest	Industries)		

Affiliated	
Institution	

Bern	University	of	Applied	
Sciences	

Country	 Switzerland	 	

	

Full	Name	 Christopher	John	 Nationality	 British	

Professional	
Background	

BSc	(Hons)	Natural	and	Human	Environments	

Profession:		Environmental	Conservation	

Current	
Position	

MSc	Forestry	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Bangor	University	 Country	 UK	

	

	
	

	

Full	Name	 Ieva	Bebre	 Nationality	 Latvian	

Professional	
Background	

Latvia	University	of	Agriculture,	Bachelor	of	Agricultural	Sciences	in	
Forest	Science	

Current	
Position	

Forestry	technician.	Studies	in	Latvia	University	of	Agriculture,	
Forest	economics	and	policy	(Master	level)	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Latvian	State	Forest	Research	
Institute	Silava	

Country	 Latvia	

													

	

	

Full	Name	 Svijetlana	Borak	 Nationality	 Croatian	

Professional	
Background	

Graduated	2014	-	Faculty	of	Forestry,	University	of	Zagreb.		

Experience	in	conducting	field	work	and	laboratory	analysis	of	
samples	–	2013.	Now	–	Urban	forestry,	Private	forests.	

Current	
Position	

Trainee	at	the	Research	Center		for	Urban	and	Private	Forests	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Croatian	Forest	Research	
Institute		

Country	 Croatia	
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Full	Name	 Irene	Chrysafis	 Nationality	 Greek	

Professional	
Background	

Bachelor:	 AUTH,	 Foresty	 &	 Natural	 Environment;	 Master:	 AUTH,	
School	 of	 Rural	 &	 Surveying	 Engineering.	 Techniques	&	Methods	
for	Spatial	Analysis,	Planning	&	Management.		

Current	
Position	

PhD	student.	DUTH,	Department	of	Forestry	and	Management	of	
the	Environment	and	Natural	Resources,	Division	of	management	
and	development	of	natural	resources.	

Affiliated	
Institution	

DUTH	 Country	 GREECE	 	

	

Full	Name	 Most	Jannatul	Fardusi	 Nationality	 Bangladeshi	

Professional	
Background	

BSc	(Honours)	in	Forestry,	Master	of	Science	in	Forestry		
Master	in	Mediterranean	Forestry	and	Natural	Resource	
management		

Current	
Position	

PhD	Student	

PhD	in	Science,	Technology	and	Biotechnology	for	Sustainability	

Affiliated	
Institution	

DIBAF,	University	of	Tuscia	 Country	 Italy	 	

	

Full	Name	 Milan	Gazdic	 Nationality	 Montenegro	

Professional	
Background	

MsC	

	

Current	
Position	

PhD	student	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Facultet	of	Forestry,	University	of	
Belgrade	

Country	 Serbia	 	

	

Full	Name	 Eulalia	Gómez	Martín	 Nationality	 Spanish	

Professional	
Background	

Five-years	degree	in	Biology	

MSc	Environmental	Conservation	

Current	
Position	

Student	research	assistant		

Affiliated	
Institution	

University	of	Greenwich	 Country	 United	
Kingdom	

	

	

Full	Name	 Marta	González-García	 Nationality	 Spanish	

Professional	
Background	

2006-Forestry	engineer	(bachelor	level)	/		2009-Agronomic		
engineer	(Master	level)	/	2015-Phd	University	of	Oviedo	

Current	
Position	

Researcher		

Affiliated	
Institution	

CETEMAS	 Country	 Spain	
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Full	Name Radosław	Jagiełło Nationality Polish 

Professional	
Background 

Forester 

Current	
Position 

Biologist	(research-technician) 

Affiliated	
Institution 

Institute	of	Dendrology	

Polish	Academy	of	Sciences 
Country Poland 

 

	

Full	Name	 Zhihai	Luo	 Nationality	 China	

Professional	
Background	

WWF	footprint	manager	

Current	
Position	

PhD	candidate	

Affiliated	
Institution	

University	of	Exeter	 Country	 UK	
	

	

Full	Name	 Marius	–Ion	Manea	 Nationality	 Romanian	

Professional	
Background	

Diploma	engineer	/ Master	Degree/	

Forestry	Engineer	

Current	
Position	

Phd	student	Agro-Forestry	Field/	Forestry	Engineer	
Timisoara	/	National	Institute	of	Research-Development	in	
Forestry		

Affiliated	
Institution	

University	of	Agricultural	
Sciences	and	Veterinary	
Medicine	 

Country	 Romania	
	 	

	

Full	Name	 Iryna	Matsiakh	 Nationality	 Ukrainian	

Professional	
Background	

PhD	student	at	the	National	Forestry	University	of	Ukraine	(forest	
plant	pathology	and	forestry).	

Current	
Position	

Doctor	of	Biological	Science,	Assistant	at	the	Forestry	Department	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Ukrainian	National	Forestry	
University	(UNFU)	

Country	 Ukraine	
	

	

Full	Name	 Muhammad	Muddasir	 Nationality	 Pakistan	

Professional	
Background	

BSc(Hons)	Agriculture,	Soil	Science;	MSc	(Mediterranean	Forestry	
and	Natural	Resources	Management);	MSc	(Forestry	and	
Environmental	Sciences)	

Current	
Position	

PhD	Student	in	Science,	Technology,	and	Biotechnology	for	
Sustainability	

Affiliated	
Institution	

DIBAF,	University	of	Tuscia	 Country	 Italy	 	
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Full	Name	 Robert	Popek	 Nationality	 Polish	

Professional	
Background	

PhD,	specialization:	ability	of	trees	and	shrubs	in	phytoremediation		

Master	of	Science,	specialization:	Agroecology		

Current	
Position	

Postdoc	Fellowship,	biologist	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Institute	of	Dendrology,	Polish	
Academy	of	Sciences		

Country	 Poland	
	

	

Full	Name	 Marko	Stojanović	 Nationality	 Serbian	

Professional	
Background	

MSc	degree,	Silviculture,	Sessile	oak	high	and	coppice	forests	

Current	
Position	

PhD	student	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Global	change	research	institute,	
CZECHGLOBE	

Country	 Czech	
Republic	

	

	

Full	Name	 Irma	Sveikauskaite	 Nationality	 Lithuanian	

Professional	
Background	

Bachelor	in	Environmental	Research	

Master	in	Environmental	Management	

Current	
Position	

PhD	candidate	in	Environmental	Sciences	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Vytautas	Magnus	university	 Country	 Lithuania	

	

	

Full	Name	 Abhishek	Mani	Tripathi	 Nationality	 Indian	

Professional	
Background	

M.Sc.	Forestry	from	Forest	Research	Institute	University	India.	
Researcher	at	Global	Change	Research	Center,	Brno,	CZ	

Current	
Position	

PhD	(2011-present)	Forest	Ecology	and	Landscape	Engineering	at	
Mendel	University	in	Brno,	Czech	Republic	

Affiliated	
Institution	

Global	Change	Research	Institute,	
Brno,	Czech	Republic		

Country	 Czech	
Republic	

	

	

Full	Name	 Bogdan	Marian	Tofanica	 Nationality	 Romanian	

Professional	
Background	

Education:	B.Sc.	and	M.Sc.	(in	Wood	chemistry	and	technology),	
Phd	in	Chemical	engineering	

Current	
Position	

Researcher@Technical	University	of	Iaşi,	Romania	

Lecturer@Technical	University	of	Moldova,	R.	of	Moldova	

Affiliated	
Institution	

"Gh.Asachi"	Technical	University	
of	Iasi,	Department	of	Natural	
and	Synthetic	Polymers		

Country	 Romania	
	

	


