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Minutes Summary

Participants: 31 people from 19 countries

WG Leader: VN Nicolescu

1. Which aims should be reached within this WG (please check also the MoU). Which ones in 2014 and which ones in the following grant periods?

According to the MoU, the 6 aims (tasks) to be fulfilled by WG2 members until 2017 are as follows:
1. Guiding and extensive literature review about ecological and silvicultural aspects of CFM.

2. Enquiry with coppice forests resource persons, experts and specialists (in cooperation with WG1) to collect knowledge which may have not been published yet.

3. Critical review of the collected material from step 1 and 2 and identifying contradictive findings and research gaps.

4. Organization of an international conference dealing with ecological and silvicultural issues of CFM.

5. Develop a European coppice forest technology in cooperation with WG1 and WG3.

6. Producing report with best practice guidelines.

The discussions between the WG2 members have been directed towards some conclusions:

Aim 1: it has already started to fulfil in 2014 and will be completed in the following years. The literature review will be carried out based on some keywords such as „growth and yield”, „main coppice systems in certain countries”, „rotation”, etc.
Aim 4: will be carried out in Romania in 2015.

Aim 6: the report with best practice guidelines will be produced in 2017.
The basic questions arising during the discussions were: 

a. Is there any REAL need for aims (tasks) 2 and 3? It is not that obvious which is the best way to perform that enquiry (do we need to collect only names, or names+fields of expertise, or what?) 
2. What is the correct and full meaning of „coppice forest technology” (aim 5)? We need some „enlightment” from the Action Leaders to be sure that this aim to fulfil along with WG1 and WG3 will be fully covered.
3. Is „short rotation coppice” part of WG2 work? If it is we should treat it separately…
How should these aims be reached?

The above aims will be reached by (a) producing reference lists on certain selected topics (aim 1), organizing the conference (aim 4), and producing report with best practice guidelines (aim 5).
As for aims 2 and 3, the decision on the way of reaching them will be taken after the full understanding of the meaning of the two aims.
Involvement of BSc/MSc – thesis, STSM
This involvement is possible and will be used for the fulfilment of above aims.

Who is responsible for what (if this is possible already at this 1st meeting)

Aim 1: VN Nicolescu
Aim 4: VN Nicolescu (help C. Hernea, D.C. Simon)
Aim 5: M. Pique, A. Barbati, E. Hochbichler (help P. Jensen, V.N. Nicolescu)
Possible format of dissemination

Dissemination will consist of (i) peer-reviewed papers (mostly related to short rotation coppice but also certain topics such as growth and yield, rotation, silvicultural models), (ii) book (chapters on ecology of coppices, coppice silviculture, coppice growth and yield, etc.), and reports (literature review as well as best practice guidelines)
2. Proposal for upcoming working group meetings?
Subject: Ecology and growth of coppice forests

Time: November 2014

Place: Greenwich, Great Britain

Combination with other WG’s: no

Joint meetings in Europe with other groups (IUFRO, FORMEC,…): no
3. Suggestions for WG specific Training schools
As the first training school (Sarajevo, July 2014) will deal with Silviculture (of beech coppice forests), we consider that there is no need to suggest any other Training school to be organized by WG2.
