






COST ACTION FP1301

“Innovative management and multifunctional utilization of traditional coppice forests - an answer to future ecological, economic and social challenges in the European forestry sector (EuroCoppice)”

Minutes of the MC Meeting

CNR Ivalsa, Florence, IT
25 February 2014



Participants 
Chair: Gero Becker
Vice chair: Raffaele Spinelli
Admin. Officer of the action: Cassia Azevedo 
MC members/ MC substitutes
(the pdf of the attendance list can be found in the annex).


Welcome 
Gero Becker and Raffaele Spinelli welcomed the participants. 
Due to the COST rules only MC members and MC substitutes are allowed to attend the meeting. Participants who were neither MC member nor substitutes were kindly asked to leave the room. An alternative program was organized for them.  

Rapporteur 
Janine Schweier volunteered to write the minutes. 

Before starting the meeting
Gero Becker asked the MC members whether they wanted anything to be added to the agenda. 
There was no other point to be discussed and the agenda was approved.  

Update member countries and welcome of new MC members 
Gero Becker opened the meeting and welcomed the new MC member countries, namely: Albania, Bulgaria, Finland and Lithuania. The respective MC members introduced themselves.
Gero Becker reported that applications from South Africa (Nelson Mandela University and Stellenbosch University) were under approvement.

Minutes from the Kick off meeting
Gero Becker asked the MC members whether there were any questions regarding the minutes from the kick off meeting. There were no comments. The minutes were approved. The document can be found on the website of the COST Action (www.eurocoppice.uni-freiburg.de).

Report from the COST Office Brussels (Admin. Officer) 
Cassia Azevedo from the COST office in Brussels gave a short presentation about news from the COST Office, an update about new actions, information about the open call for new proposals, the status of the action, its budget and planning status and information about the upcoming APC (the pdf of the presentation can be found in the annex).


Report from the steering group meeting (video-conference), 
January 8th, 2014: 

a) Budget status 
Gero Becker explained that left overs from the budget of grant period 1 (ending at 30.11.2014) cannot be transferred to the next grant period. 

b) Status STSMs 
The STSM coordinator Pieter D. Kofman explained what a STSM is, how partners could apply and asked partners to apply. 
Comment: after approval the successful applicants will receive a grant letter by the grant holder, not by the COST office in Brussels. 
The current status was: one approved, two under approval (since approved), one under evaluation (at 2014_02_25).
The updated pdf of the presentation can be found in the annexes. 

c) Upcoming Training school in Sarajevo 
The local organizer of the training school, Cemal Visnjik, gave information about the upcoming training school (facilities etc.). The first training school of EuroCoppice will take place from 01-07 July, 2014 in Sarajevo.Topic: Silviculture of coppice beach forests- from traditional forest management to conversion in high forests. Host: Faculty of Forestry in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. More information can also be found on the website: http://www.eurocoppice.uni-freiburg.de/training-schools/trainingschools-2014.
The pdf of the presentation can be found in the annexes. 
The training school coordinator Karl Stampfer informed about the status of applications and about the selection procedure. Participants of the upcoming training school will get 3 ECTS. Selection preferences: not more than 1-2 applicants per country, preference to ESR, preference to female applicants. 

d) Upcoming meeting in London  
The local organizer of the next MC meeting, Debbie Bartlett, presented the dates and the facilities of the next MC meeting (2014, Nov. 3-5; Greenwich, UK)

Update planned activities  
Gero Becker asked partners to think about upcoming WG meetings and forward requests to the coordinator. 

Meetings in 2015 
Concerning the planned conference on silviculture and nature conservation to be held in 2015 (according to MoU) Norocel Valeriu Nicolescu (RO) offered to host both the Conference and the 2015 MC meeting in Romania. 
It was taken as a MC decision to have the meeting in 2015 in Romania (unanimous vote).
Different dates were proposed. It was decided to schedule the meeting to the end of June/ beginning of July 2015. The local organizer will forward the effective date as soon as possible.

Confirmation of vacant positions
Up to now there was no leader of WG4. During the WG meetings the following colleagues were proposed as candidates: Peter Buckley (UK) as leader and Gheorghe Florian Borlea (RO) as vice leader. The MC members confirmed unanimous these positions as MC decision and both Peter and Gheorghe accepted to be leader and vice leader, respectively.

Any other business
Karl Stampfer informed about the upcoming Formec meeting (Formec= “international symposium on forestry mechanisation”) which will be held from October 5th to 8th 2015 in Austria (http://formec.boku.ac.at/). He proposed to think about combining the event with a WG meeting. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting was closed at 11.45h. 
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Annexes

Annex 1: Attendance list 25/02/2014 (MC and WG meeting)
[comment: at MC Meeting only MC members or substitutes participated]






Annex 2: Cassia Azdevedo/ COST Office





Annex 3: Pieter D. Kofman/STSM




Annex 4: C. Visnjic/Training School




Annex 5: D. Bartlett/Upcoming Meeting in London
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ESF provides the COST Office


through a European Commission contract
COST is supported 


by the EU Framework Programme


Action FP1301: Innovative management and multifunctional 


utilization of traditional coppice forests - an answer to future 


ecological, economic and social challenges in the European 


forestry sector (EuroCoppice)  
 


2 n d  M C  M e e t i n g  –  F l o r e n c e / I T  


2 5 / 0 2 / 2 0 1 4  


C a s s i a  A z e v e d o  


F P S  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Officer 
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• News from the COST Office 


• New Actions update 


• The Open Call 


• Action Status 


• Action Budget: planning & 


status 


• APC  


 







ESF provides the COST Office


through a European Commission contract
COST is supported 


by the EU Framework Programme


New OTRR with ‘Strong Authentication’ 


Implementation of a Strong Authentication 


feature, enabling Online Travel Reimbursement 


Request (OTRR) forms to be submitted fully 


online. 
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Get Involved as a COST Expert! 


Participate as an external expert in the evaluation of 
research proposals and COST Actions activities.  


 


Why to become a COST Expert? 


• Contribute to the evaluation of COST Open Call 
proposals; 


• Participate in the assessment of Action results and 
outcomes; 


• Be invited to take part in the assessment of COST 
strategic activities. 


 


Requirements 


• Not necessarily from academic institutions  


• Need to have at least a university degree and 
considerable scientific or professional experience in the 
specific areas of expertise. 


 


Express Your Interest 


http://www.cost.eu/experts    


 


 


 



http://www.cost.eu/experts
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• New FPS Science Officer  


• Mrs Melae Langbein has accepted a 


new position as Science Officer in 


charge of Quality Assurance in 


Science Operations 


• Dr. Fatima Bouchama is the new FPS 


Science Officer 
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OC-2013-2, New Actions 
 


FPS COST Action FP1304  


Towards robust PROjections of European FOrests UNDer climate change 


(PROFOUND)  


Proposer of the Action: Dr Christopher Reyer - Germany 


 


FPS COST Action FP1305 


BioLink: Linking belowground biodiversity and ecosystem function in 


European forests  


Proposer of the Action: Dr Martin Lukac – United kingdom 


 


FPS COST Action FP1306  


Valorisation of lignocellulosic biomass side streams for sustainable 


production of chemicals, materials & fuels using low environmental impact 


technologies  


Proposer of the Action: Prof. Herbet Sixta - Finland 


 


  


New Actions update 
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The open call - OC-2013-2 


 863 pre-proposals submitted (most successful to date) 


 21 FPS Preliminary Proposal  


 14 FPS Preliminary Proposal Invited for Full Proposal  


 7 full proposals to be submitted to the External Expert 


Panel on March, 11-12 


 The approved proposals will be invited for the Hearings on 


March, 27 in Belgrade during the FPS DC17 Meeting.  
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Status of the COST Action 


Action details 


MoU:    018/13 


CSO Approval:  16/05/2013 


Start of Action:  16/10/2013 


End of Action:   15/10/2017  (first MC meeting + 4 years) 


Chair:            Prof. Gero Becker 


DC Rapporteur: Dr Miograd Zlatic  


 


Parties (13/02/2014): Already accepted the MoU:  30 countries (Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and 


Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, fYR 


Macedonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, 


Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the 


United Kingdom) 


COST Near Neighbour – Albania 
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Instrument Quant. Budget 


Meetings 3 133 800,00EUR 


Training Schools 1 21 890,00EUR 


STSMs 19 26 600,00EUR 


Dissemination 2 4 230,00EUR 


Other Expenses Related to Scientific Activities 0 0.00 EUR 


SCIENCE EXPENDITURE:  186 520.00 EUR 


Financial and Scientific Administration and Coordination (MAX. 15%) 15 % 27 978,00EUR 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE:  214 498,00EUR 


First Installment of 139423,70EUR received on 17/12/2013 


WORKPLAN  - Annex A    


Action FP1301  
    Grant Period from 01/11/2013 to 30/11/2014  


Action Budget: planning & status 
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DC FPS Holds an Annual Progress Conference (APC) in March each 
year (COST 4116/10). 


FPS next APC at DC17 (25-26/03/2014 ) – in Belgrade 


Actions must prepare (using COST templates): Brochure, Monitoring 
Progress Report and Presentation 


Chair must attend for 1.5-2 days to present the Action, listen to other 
FPS Action presentations and network with other Action Chairs 
(identify synergies) 


DC monitors the Action's performance: 


– Scientific performance 


– Strategic orientation (STSMs, Training Schools, ESRs, gender balance) 


– Budget management efficiency (average reimbursement per person) 


 


Action “DC Monitoring Statement” sent to Chair and Vice Chair by COST Office 
after APC 


APC – Annual Progress Conference 
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Next collection dates 2014 


 


Friday 28 March 2014 at 17:00 


Brussels time (GMT+1). 







Cassia Azevedo 


FPS Administrative Officer 


COST Office 


Avenue Louise 149 


1050 Brussels, Belgium 


T: +32 (0)2 533 3844 


F: +32 (0)2 533 3890 


cassia.azevedo@cost.eu 


www.cost.eu 


Thank you! 
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Short Term 
Scientific Missions 


Pieter D. Kofman 


STSM coordinator FP1301 


Enrico Marchi 


Vice coordinator 







Purpose 


• To increase the mobility of researchers in 
Europe 


• To make use of specialised knowledge or 
equipment at other institutions 







What? 


• Funding will be provided for travel costs 
and subsistence up to €2500 


• No research funding 







Who? 


• Open for anybody, who has a project that 
will augment the aim of this COST action 


• Not only for PhD students or Early Stage 
Researchers, but they have preference 







When 


•Open call, whole year round 


•First come, first served 







Status February 2014 first call 


• 1 application approved 


• 2 applications under approval by the 
Steering Committee 


• 1 just received, under evaluation 


•10-15 open places!!! 







New initiatives 


• Possibility to ask for host institution on the 
homepage by applicants 


• Possibility to ask for applicants for vacant 
STSM positions on homepage by host 
institutions 


• List of approved STSM’s on the homepage 


• List of reports of completed STSM’s on the 
homepage 







Application procedure 


• Fill in the form on the COST homepage 


• Send in the required documentation to the 
STSM coordinator (budget, workplan, CV, 
letter of invitation, any supporting 
documents) 







Evaluation of application 


• Evaluation by the STSM coordinator 


• Approval by Steering Committee 


• Receive and sign Grant letter from Grant 
Holder 







After STSM completion 


• Hand in report on the STSM to the 
coordinator within 2 weeks of completion 
of the STSM 


• Hand in a summary for publication on the 
FP1301 homepage also within 2 weeks of 
completion 







Payment 


• After the STSM is completed and the 
report and summary have been submitted 
and approved, Brussels will be informed 
and the payment procedure started 


• No advance payments 


• Up to several months delay in payment 
after completion 







Apply soon 


 


We want to give 
money away! 
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1t Training School, 


Faculty of Forestry University of 


Sarajevo, 


Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 


FACULTY OF FORESTRY 


UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO 







COST Training School – Silviculture of coppice beech forests - 


from traditional forest management to conversion in high forest  


 


Sarajevo – Bosnia and Herzegovina 


01.07.2014 – 06.07.2014 







Objectives 


 


• To provide knowledge about traditional forest 


management systems, history, current importance 


and future perspectives of coppice forests.  


• Demonstrate different silviculture systems for 


coppices and analyze benefits and disadvantages.  


• Train student in applying forest management 


concepts in order to improve coppice of European 


beech  







VENUE 


    The event is to be held in Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 
where the Faculty of Forestry University of Sarajevo is 
located. Experimental plots with coppice beech forests are 
located 30 kilometers from Sarajevo, on Igman mountain  



http://wiki.hattrick.org/wiki/File:Location_of_Bosna_i_Hercegovina.PNG

http://www.6yka.com/upload/images/sarajevo12.jpg









UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO 


FACULTY OF FORESTRY  







General information 


• Sarajevo University is the oldest University in 


Bosnia and Herzegovina, setting the standard for 


others.  It consists of 25 Faculties and Academies, 


five Institutes and five University Centres, and has 


about 35,000 students. 







Faculty of Forestry 


 


 • Belongs to the group of bio-
technical Faculties. 


• Two study programs (divisions): 
Forestry and Horticulture. 


• Until 2005, teaching at the Forestry 
Faculty followed the old system of 
a four-year degree course followed 
by two years of masters’ and 
doctoral studies.  Since 2005, 
teaching has followed the Bologna 
principles, in the form of two 
cycles (3+2).  







Igman mountain 25 km  west from 


Sarajevo 















Transformation from low quality 


coppice to high-forest structure  


 







COPPICE CONVERSION TO HIGH 


FOREST 







Mushrooms – NWFPs but also cause 


of forest diseases  


Wildlife protection and hunting 


Nature and 


biodiversity  


protection 
Promote 


Faculty of  


Forestry!!!!  







THANK YOU FOR ATTENTION 


 


University of Sarajevo  


Faculty of Forestry  


Zagrebačka 20  


Tel: + 387 33 81 24 90 


Fax: + 387 33 81 24 88 


www.sfsa.unsa.ba  



http://www.sfsa.unsa.ba/
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FACILITIES FOR THE COST 


CONFERENCE November 2014 











ENCORE  
HOTEL  


PEMBROKE 
Dinner venue 


PILKINGTON 
Lecture theatre 







HOTEL  


UNIVERSITY CAMPUS  
GATEHOUSE  







ENTRANCE TO THE WARD ROOM 
IN THE HISTORIC OFFICER’S MESS 















OPEN SPACE  


LECTURE THEATRE 







PILKINGTON  
LECTURE THEATRE  


SEATING 170  







PILKINGTON OPEN SPACE  
DISPLAYS and REFRESHMENTS 







CAFE 
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