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Work Group 5 is currently small  

We have only just had our first meeting  

So this presentation is based on my work in England  

Coppice is mostly found in the South and South East  

The word ‘Forest’ in English does not necessarily 

mean a large wood …….. 

Sometimes it can be land without trees 



UK woodland area estimated at 2,982,000 hectares  

= 13.0% of total land area  

England woodland estimated as 1,294,000 hectares.  

= 9.9 % of total land area; 61% is broadleaved 

 

South East 322,682 hectares = 17% total land area  

Coppice                         1,624 ha 1%   

Coppice with standards   103 ha  0% 

 

Woodland is defined: “as areas with a canopy cover 

of 20% or more (or the potential to achieve this) and 

over 50 metres in width”. 
(National Forest Inventory 2010; 2013) 



Royal hunting forests set up after the Norman 

Invasion (1066) open areas subject to ‘Forest Law’   

The first records list woods only as ‘pannage’ 

(autumn forage for pigs) 

Early documentation for woods in Church ownership  

The right to cut ‘underwood’ sold annually C13th 

Continues today 



Woodland Ownership  

Crown hunting forests   

Private Estates – still remain important  

C20th   

1919 Forestry Commission  

increase in smaller scale ownership 

1970s Nature Conservation and Local Authorities   



Emergence of the Coppice ‘Problem’   

Nature conservation lobby concern about wildlife 

1980s  

change of Forestry Commission policy from self 

sufficiency in timber to re-instating native trees  

Forestry Commission surveys showed decline  

Land owner’s incomes falling    

Anecdotal reports of elderly workforce   



  

 

   

   



Research Questions   
 

How much woodland was managed as coppice ?   

Who were the workers?   

What were the issues for them?  

Why had the area coppiced fallen? 

(Was there a coppice problem’ ? 

and how could it be solved?)   



Results 
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Survey repeated 2008 -  2011 

Annual area cut: 
If rotation is about 15 years  
a significant area is in 
management 
 

No drop off in later surveys 
 

Increase in chestnut area  
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 Age of coppice workers
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Years in industry
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Over 200 responses from established workers 
 (mushroom cutters excluded)  



   
 

Products  –  most cleft chestnut  



Principle Products – 2010 study    
 

Firewood        126 

Fencing           111 

Charcoal           37 

Hedge laying    29 

Hurdles           21 

Rustic              20 

Thatching       10 

Chip  (wood)  10 

Methods of selling products:  
1. word of mouth 
2. local shops/parish magazines  

   very few use the internet  



Industry segmentation   
 

Three distinct groups: 
Chestnut 
Hazel  
Mixed species  

 
Each has:   

Specialists 
Generalists  
Seasonal and part time workers 

   

   



So ……    
 

A lot of woodland is managed as coppice  

There are many workers, including new entrants  

The area coppiced has fallen  

BUT there are still viable value added markets 

Difficulties: housing costs and yards security are 

particularly severe in the South East  

 



Policy Instruments   

To retain woodland: 

Ancient woodland inventories – pre-1600 

‘Keepers of Time’ - Ancient Woodland  Strategy 

Increase coppice management: 

Woodland Initiatives > 100 but not commercial  

Woodland Grants for butterflies  

   



2007 Woodfuel Strategy for England: 

Reduce emissions + increase woodland management   

2012 Independent Panel on Forestry:  

Re-valuation for multiple benefits  

2013 Forestry Policy Statement:   

Woods to be managed for the long-term benefit of 

people, the economy and the environment.  



Current Woodland Ownership  

Forestry Commission – 17% (11% South East)* 

lack of resources, focus on softwood harvesting, 

recreation and wildlife 

Private Estates -  shooting, long term management   

Nature Conservation NGOs/Local Authorities 

restrict harvesting period; require insurance   

 *Source: National Forest Inventory 2013 

 

  

   



Challenges …..  

Increase in non – farming landowners:  

Result of estate break up; farm amalgamation 

Often from urban background  

Feel trees should not be cut  

Unaware of issues  

Difficult to access for knowledge transfer 

Woodlotting: multiple owners 

  

   



 



The Future     
Perception: new markets required so biomass 

installations are funded  to ‘drive’ coppicing  
 

BUT:  there is a VALUE ADDED chestnut industry,  

Wood fuel – a bulk commodity - DOES NOT PAY  
 

Suggested Strategy: include stakeholders in 

decision making and research to enable capacity 

building in the traditional workforce 

   



Work Group 5   

We will explore these issues for other countries 

Find the common factors  

Examples of good practice    

Identify gaps in knowledge  

Stimulate research and development  

Disseminate the results to inform future policy 

from the woodland floor  
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