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oppice forests are an important compo-

nent of FEuropean woodlands, with

over 20 million ha of the productive
forests in Europe being managed as coppice
(UN/ECE-FAO, 2000, cited in Zlatanov and
Lexer, 2009). Over millennia, the develop-
ment of coppice forests has been influenced
by many factors, such as regional climate,
eco-physical conditions, wood market require-
ments and owners’ interests. This has led to a
very large variety of coppice forests in terms
of their distribution, structure, legal status and
management.

The five coppice types and their most important
characteristics are summarised in the following
figures and table.
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Figure 1. Simple coppice of sweet chestnut
(Photo: D. Rossney)

This document describes the basic types of
coppice in Europe: simple coppice, coppice
with standards, selection coppice, pollarding,
and short rotation coppice (Figures 1 to 5),
the latter being a more recent phenom-
enon. It is important to note that the
above-mentioned diversity of coppice in Europe
can never be captured in a categorisation.
In practice, there are no distinct boundaries
between types and within each type there
are exceptions to each described element.
Nevertheless, coppice is a common denominator
of all these types, and there are typical “trends”
to be found across Europe.

Figure 2. Coppice with standards
(Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)
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Figure 3. Coppice selection with European beech Figure 4. Pollard of white willow
(Photo: O. Cardoso) (Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)

Figure 5. Willow clone treated as
short rotation coppice (Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)
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